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in 1513 that the great commercial movement of the
epoch seemed inclined to tend towards that spot.

The story of the rise of the city into importance is
most interesting. Formerly its houses had been all
thatched with straw. Its inhabitants lived on the
results of agricultural labour and fishing. Since the
English merchant adventurers had patronized the
town, wretched habitations had given place to fine
solid houses; ease and wealth had taken up their
abode among the burghers. As an instance of this,
it may be mentioned that houses which fifty years
previously let for forty to sixty dollars of annual
rent, now fetched four to eight hundred dollars a year.
The Hansa asked themselves, very naturally, were
not some of those good things to fall to their share.

It was in 1545 that it was finally settled by the
Hanseatic Diet that a depot should be established at
Antwerp, but the negotiations regarding it dragged
on. It was, however, at once decided, that the factory
should become, like the factories of the past, an obli-
gatory intermediary of all the relations between the
Hansa and strangers.

In 1561, the League was fortunate enough to obtain
from King Philip of Spain the confirmation of the
privileges which they had extorted in the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries from the Dukes of Brabant,
and which permitted them to bring in their goods at
a minimum rate, and accorded to them other valuable
privileges. And besides this liberality on the part of
the ruler of the land, the interested city also showed
itself willing to further the weal of the League. The
Hanseatics were offered by the town of Antwerp a